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in the district in which indigo is cultivated; but in the
tea gardens, which are in the wilder and more jungly
parts of the country, even a tiger is an occasional
visitor, and leopards are constantly on the watch to
cany off a pet dog, or a goat, or a calf from almost
under the eyes of the planter.

It would be but an imperfect sketch of the planter-
colonist's social life if we did not give some account
of the great annual festive gatherings which are held
by them at the race meetings at Sonepore and other
favourite places. It will be sufficient to take Sonepore
as an example, as it is the oldest established meeting,
and also is larger and more cosmopolitan (if such a big
word is permissible) than other race-meetings, and is
the trysting place where the planters of several dis-
tricts can best assemble. It is not very easy to convey
to an English reader an idea of a Sonepore meeting
except as a large picnic which lasts for about ten days.
But the picnicers do not return to their homes at the
end of each day; they live on the spot in tents which
are gathered together in separate camps, or parties, or
messes; so that independently of the general picnic
life of the whole assemblage, there are wheels within
wheels, and each separate camp or mess carries on its
own picnic on its own independent and self-supporting
arrangements, The ostensible primary object of the
Sonepore meeting is a race-meeting, but it is also
intimately connected with, and based upon, the large
Native Pair which is held simultaneously with it,